Local Puget Sound Oil Spill Response Forum Notes
Introductions and Comments

People for Puget Sound – Daoud Miller

Burien’s Environmental Science Center – Darrell Williams, President

Mayor of Burien – Joan McGilton
Department of Ecology – Dick Walker

· 6 DOE people cover most of Puget Sound area spills

· When reporting a spill, DOE wants to know about reporting party, who to contact for more information, details about initial spill, current status, any mitigation efforts underway, visible extent of spill

· Response actions:

· Ensure spill contained

· Collect evidence

· Conduct enforcement

· Prevent re-occurrence

· Original spiller is the responsible party for reporting a spill (by law)

· Calling and reporting a spill does not make the caller responsible or liable; they want and encourage reporting from anyone
· Responsible party must: clean up spill, dispose of materials, cover all costs, mitigate resource damages, etc.

· Geographic Response Plans (GRPs) have been created for locations all around Puget Sound so that plans are already in place describing how to respond to the specific characteristics of specific areas

· This is done so that time is not wasted “figuring it out” while on site at a spill

· Plans include information on best areas to anchor booms, access points, local contacts, etc.

· Oil on beaches smothers intertidal life and creates toxic environment

· One quart of oil can create an oil slick that covers 2 acres of water surface

Vashon Oil Incident Support and Education (VOISE) – Lisa Chambers and Berneta Walraven

· Described local citizen responses and efforts after 2005 Dalco oil spill

· Residents wanted to help but little help was actually utilized by officials since the residents did not have effective training or safety precautions

· Short time frames did not allow for lengthy on-the-spot training and organization of resident volunteers

· It was better for residents to provide informational assistance and access across properties, but otherwise to just stay out of the way of the official clean-up crews

· VOISE has become a non-profit citizen organization which has arranged awareness activities plus official trainings with the Department of Ecology

· Those trainings will not be continued due to lack of funding at DOE
US Coast Guard – LCDR Amy Coconaur and LCDR Andre Billeaudeaux
· They emphasize prevention activities: vessel inspections, waterway management, facility and container inspections, etc.

· Local Puget Sound contingency plans can be found at www.rrt10nwac.com
· Response authorities:

· CERCLA (Superfund organization)

· Clean Water Act as amended by the Oil Pollution Act (OPA 90)

· Stafford Act / HSPD-5 / National Response Plan

· Coast Guard is the official federal on scene coordinator, but the spiller is responsible for activities and clean-up

Specific to our community coastline areas along Puget Sound:

· Not practical for local community to purchase booms and anchors

· Miles of beaches plus steady wave action would generally make containment booms ineffective

· Instead a spill response will realistically need to just be contained at the source as much as possible and cleaned up off the beach

What you can do to help:
· Report any sightings of spills, sheens, pollution in the water around the community (800-424-8802)
· Allow access across your property from roads to beaches for emergency response personnel and clean-up crews

· It’s in your best interests anyhow since they will be working on cleaning up your area

· They actually have legal authority to go across people’s property in the event of an emergency spill response although they don’t like to need to use that authority

· They prefer to always knock on doors first to ask permission, and will go across property if nobody is home

· Provide local knowledge when response crews request information

· Access points, tides/currents, roads, local points of contact, etc.

· Join the Northwest Watch (www.uscg.mil/d13/nwwatch)

· Coast Guard program of volunteer waterfront and waterview home owners who are accessible by phone to be called by the Coast Guard in the event of an on-water emergency

· These volunteer home owner spotters may be asked to relay on-location information such as the whereabouts of a vessel, flares in the air, progression of an oil spill, weather and visibility conditions, local communications, local knowledge, etc.
